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International Hearing Education and Research Innovation  
(I HEAR Innovation) 

 
 

 
 
 

I HEAR Innovation is a non-profit medical research organisation in Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia specialising in innovative hearing research with a 
neuroscience, paediatric and biotechnology focus.   
 
I HEAR Innovation is the research and development institute of the Hear and Say 
Centre, comprised of both in-house and collaborative initiatives research with other 
parties.  I Hear Innovation is based at the RiverCity Hospital complex, Auchenflower, 
Brisbane, Australia.  
 
The flagship of I HEAR Innovation is the HEARing Co-operative Research Centre, 
which has established a Queensland node at I HEAR Innovation.  
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Our Vision 
  

Utilizing research to be a leader in the provision of access to listening and speaking for children with 
hearing loss and their families WorldWide.  
 
 
I HEAR Innovation is bridging the gap between science and better hearing for all, world-wide.   We 
are making it our business to:  

 .ǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƛƴ ƴŜǳǊƻǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
speech science, and biotechnology  

 Inspire creative minds by interaction and collaboration in trans-disciplinary and inter-
disciplinary teams  

 Prevent hearing loss and contribute to hearing health for all Australians, particularly children 

 Develop hearing technologies and techniques to deliver our research solutions internationally 

 !ŘǾŀƴŎŜ ōƛƻƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ Χ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŀŘǳƭǘǎ Χ ǿƻǊƭŘ-wide  

 Attract leading research fellows and groups ǘƻ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ά{ƳŀǊǘ {ǘŀǘŜέ of Australia.  
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The Possibilities 
 
άIŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ common disability in newborns globally. 
 
Χ At this point in time, there is an explosion of new research in the areas of 
neuroscience, biotechnology and education which is leading the way to new 
treatments for hearing loss in children.  Through the combination of newborn hearing 
screening, modern hearing technology like digital hearing aids and cochlear implants 
and specialised Auditory-Verbal Therapy techniques, we stand today where the 
treatment of polio was 20 years agoΧΦ 
 
Χ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǎ ƛƴ 
ƴŜǿōƻǊƴǎ ΧǿƻǊƭŘ-wideΦέ 
 
 
Dimity Dornan, Managing Director and Founder 

 Hear and Say Centre 

 Hear and Say WorldWide 

 I HEAR Innovation 
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Who are we? 
 
The Hear and Say Centre  
 
The Hear and Say Centre is a world leading organisation which supports young children with 
hearing loss and their families.  Children learn to listen and speak using a combination of modern 
hearing technology and Auditory-Verbal Therapy techniques, in which parents are taught to 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ   
 
 
Hear and Say WorldWide (H & S WW) 
 
Hear and Say WorldWide is the Hear and Say CentreΩs global professional training program for 
hearing healthcare.  
 
 
I HEAR Innovation (I HEAR) 
 
I HEAR I is the collaborative research and development unit of the Hear and Say Centre and other 
parties.  
 

Who is involved? 
 
The Hear and Say Centre clinical team and professionals and researchers from around Australia, 
who are interested in hearing and hearing loss, are involved.   The flagship of I HEAR Innovation is 
the Australian HEARing Co-operative Research Centre (www.hearworks.com.au), a consortium of 
25 universities, hearing healthcare companies, professional associations and clinical service 
ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
Centres Programme.  
 
 

What outcomes are expected from I HEAR Innovation?  

 
I HEAR Innovation aims to provide an evidence base for  the Hear and Say Centre and Hear and Say 
WorldWide clinical and education services, and to act as a catalyst for bringing together many 
innovative minds working together to globally enhance hearing health .  
 
 

Who requires hearing health care? 
 
There are 278 million people throughout the world with hearing loss.  In Australia alone there are 
3/1000 children born with hearing loss, with an estimated impact for those who have hearing loss 
of $11.75 billion.  

http://www.hearworks.com.au/
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How will I HEAR Innovation be structured? 
 
The strength of I HEAR Innovation is its structure, building on individual strengths and the 
complementary value of research partners.  

 

 
How you can help? 
 
άThere is no better way to help the world than to help people communicate with each otherέ  
(Dimity Dornan, 2006).  Get involved by sending a donation or bequest towards hearing research at 
I HEAR Innovation.  We are always looking for alternative support opportunities.  Please contact the 
team if you have any other ideas.  
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The Value Chain 

 
Know the value of hearing 

 
 

Make a difference in the prevention of hearing loss 
 
 

Be involved in creative solutions for treatment 
 
 

Understand that there are more than 3 million Australian adults and children with 
hearing loss  

 
 

Help reduce the $11.5 billion cost to Australia of hearing loss  
(Listen HEAR!, Access Economics, 2006) 

 
 

Improve opportunities for the 278 million people with hearing loss worldwide 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Be assured your family will thank you) 
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Queensland Node of the HEARing Co-Operative Research Centre for 
Cochlear Implant and Hearing Aid Innovaton  
 
Excellence in Hearing Research and Education through Collaboration 
 

The Hear and Say Centre has been a Supporting Party of the HEARing CRC (www.bionicear.com.au) 
since 1998, and has held representation on the Board of Directors.    This pivotal hearing research 
group in Australia has co-located a Queensland node as part of the I HEAR Innovation Institute.   
 
HEARing CRC Core Members: 

 Australian Hearing Services 

 Cochlear Limited 

 Macquarie University 

 Siemens Hearing Instruments Pty Ltd 

 The University of Melbourne 

 
HEARing CRC Supporting Members: 

 Acoustics Pty Ltd    

 The Advisory Council for Children with 
Impaired Hearing (VIC) 

 Audiological Society of Australia Inc. 

 The Bionic Ear Institute 

 Hear and Say - Centre for Deaf Children 
Limited 

 Hybrid Electronics Australia Pty Ltd 

 aǳǊŘƻŎƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 

 Murigen Therapeutics Pty Ltd 

 Neuromonics Pty Limited 

 

 

The Challenges:   

 Reducing the prevalence of hearing loss  

 Improving the outcomes of intervention  

 

HEARing CRC research focus: 

 Biomolecular solutions 

 Intelligent sound processing  

 Clinical tools and techniques  

 Integrated bioengineering   

 

 

 

 Queensland Hearing  

 Royal Institute for Deaf and 
Blind Children 

 The Royal Victorian Eye & Ear 
Hospital 

 The Shepherd Centre 

 Sydney Cochlear Implant Clinic 

 The University of Queensland 

 The University of Sydney 

 The University of Wollongong 

 Victorian Deaf Society 

 The Walter and Eliza Hall 
Institute of Medical Research 

 

 
tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΧƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΧΦƴŜǿ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ 

 

http://www.bionicear.com.au/
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I HEAR InnovationΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊs 

 Bridging the gap between science and better hearing 
 Advancing hearing health through biomedical innovation  
 Taking better hearing to the world 

 

 
 

I HEAR Innovation researchers from Hear and Say Centre  
 Senior researchers from the Hear and Say Centre Clinical Team:  

Dimity Dornan ς Managing Director and Founder 
Emma Rushbrooke ς Clinical Director 
Jackie Brown ς Clinical Manager 
Katye Hives ς Audiologist in Charge  
Gabriella Constantinescu ς Research Co-ordinator  
Lynda Close ς Assessment Co-ordinator and  
Hear and Say Clinical Team   

EXAMPLES OF PROJECTS  

 Keyhole cochlear implant surgery 

 Professor Bruce Black  - Hear and Say Centre, University of Queensland  

 Listening, speech, language and academic outcomes for children in an Auditory-Verbal Program  

Dimity Dornan - Hear and Say Centre  

Professor Louise Hickson and Professor Bruce Murdoch - University of Queensland  

Dr Todd Houston - Utah State University  

 Teleaudiology for remote access of audiology for children and adults with cochlear implants 

 Emma Rushbrooke  -  Hear and Say Centre 

 Professor Louise Hickson  - University of Queensland  

 Outcomes for babies diagnosed before 6 months of age 

 Hear and Say Centre Clinical Team  

 Outcomes for children with bilateral cochlear implants  

 Hear and Say Centre Clinical Team  

 Prognostic factors in paediatric cochlear implant surgery  

 Jane Black - Clinical Social Worker 

 Professor Louise Hickson - University of Queensland  
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 Adult cochlear implant outcomes 

 Karen Pedley  -  Attune Hearing  

 Professor Louise Hickson  -  University of Queensland 

 Structure and function of auditory cortex cells in the brain  

 Dr Guy Elston - Centre for Cognitive Neuroscience  

 Optimal developmental periods of the auditory brain  

 Dr Marc Kamke  -  Queensland Brain Institute, University of Queensland 

 Auditory brain function following Cochlear Implantation and Auditory-Verbal Therapy  

 Dr Simon Finnigan and Dr Jill Harris  -  Centre for Magnetic Resonance, University of Queensland & 
                 Trinity College Dublin  
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IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
 
I HEAR InnovationΩǎ researchers are dedicated to enabling all children to: 
  
Χ know their parentsΩ voices Χ  ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ     

ΧΦ listen  

Χ ǎǇŜŀƪ 

Χ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ  

Χ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜŀƳ        

 

of a future of endless opportunities! 

 

 

 


